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FROM JOHN’S DESK

Sophie, our official greeter!

I am sure the following is not
news to anyone who has tried to
order traffic paint or

thermoplastic. Material is in very

short supply. All of the major
manufacturers have been put on
resin allocation by Dow
Chemical. Dow has had
production problems

at their Deer Park, Texas plant,
and other companies have scaled
back production during the
economic turn-down, according
to Phil Phillips, director of the
Chemark Consulting Group,
which analyzes the coating
industry. Ennis Paint,

for example, has had its monthly
allocation reduced by 20% and
that is on top of a previous
months-reduction of 20% resin

esters used in thermoplastics.

In early June we placed orders for
material for June, July, and
August. Our truck load of
thermoplastic arrived on Friday,
June 25, and was completely sold
out by Monday, June 28. We have
been taking advance orders for
our July shipment and it is 90%
sold.

Our traffic paint situation is not

much better, but we have been
able to supply all of our regular,

loyal customers.

We have just placed our paint and
thermo orders for September
delivery. Many of the suppliers

are requiring payment in advance.

If you want to be placed on our
advance order list, please call
Lisa, our “inventory guru”, as

soon as possible.

Both paint and thermoplastic
prices have increased, as supply
has tightened. We believe this
situation will continue into
October.

Lisa recently had an attack of
meningitis, which kept her in the
hospital for several days and at
home resting. The good news is
that she is back and doing well.

HSS NEWS:

Dino Strat of Dutch Gap Striping
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(tele: 804-897-1767) has two
thermoplastic premelters for
sale. We have e-mail pictures we

can forward if you are interested.

Davidson temporary overlay
markers, white and yellow are
approved for short term use only

(maximum 30 days).

I am seeing more installations of
centerline rumble strips on
sections of road deemed
dangerous by VADOT. A
motorist recently commented in
our local paper regarding a
dangerous section of Rt. 3 in
Culpeper County, “There is even
a rumble strip” inserted into the
double yellow line to warn
drivers that they are crossing into
the wrong side of the highway. I
found this out personally when I
got distracted and my car drifted

over the lines.

Traffic lights using
environmentally friendly LED
bulbs have led to a spate of
dangerous accidents this winter.
That’s because the bulbs do not
produce as much heat as
standard bulbs, allowing more
snow and ice to accumulate,
thus obscuring the green and red

signals.

Speed bump breakthrough:
Mexican engineers have
developed a “smart” speed bump
that appears only if you are
driving over the speed limit.
Mexico has tens of thousands of
speed bumps and experts say
they are bad for the environment
— all that slowing down and
speeding up increases emissions
and contributes to pollution. A
Mexican company recently
introduced a “smart” bump that
automatically collapses into the
ground when approaching

drivers are going the speed limit

or slower. If they are speeding, it
stays up. Speed bumps are
popular in Mexico because
police officers — who are busy
with drug related murders and
other mayhem — tend not to

enforce traffic laws.

Gainesville, FL traffic officers
wrote seven tickets for a BMW
that was illegally parked for two
weeks. A neighbor called the
police, who found a dead body in

the back seat.




VIRAL VIDEO

The text on a digital road sign in Austin, Texas, which hackers reprogrammed to warn drivers
about “zombies” and other dangers ahead. Authorities are still searching for the culprit.

HELPFUL HINTS:

1. Thermoplastic 101: There

are three types of resins in
thermoplastic material:
alkyd, hydrocarbon and
acrylic modified alkyd,
which is a wood derived
and Methyl Methacrylate

resin that is resistant to oil.

Never mix alkyd and
hydrocarbons together and
make sure the premelting

kettle is cleaned before

switching.

It is not advisable not to

reheat the material more

than three times. As the

oils are removed, the material
viscosity changes and alters the
material from its original

specifications.

2. Traffic Paint 101; You
should NOT put oil base
over water base. Water

over oil is OK. The same

is true for house paint.

H.S.S. sells VA spec glass beads
by the bag as well as by the ton.

One gallon of paint requires 6-7
Ibs. of beads.

Wet traffic paint on a motorist’s
car, believe it or not, Easy Off

oven cleaner does the job safely.
Spray on the cleaner and hose it

off after 20 minutes. It works.







